BILL ALLEN’S CLARIFICATION ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPLORATION AT CHAUDIÈRE ISLAND

Romola,

I hope that Elder Commanda's medical appointment today is a positive experience and that any fine tuning of his medical needs is undertaken appropriately and he responds with vigour. Please extend my best personal wishes to him.
 

It occurs to me that there may need for clarification about my January, 2006 attempts to visit Domtar property at Chaudière Island. It is always best if everyone is on the same page with accurate information about such matters.
 

It is my understanding that no archaeological sites on Chaudière Island have been registered with the Ontario Ministry of Culture because Domtar and previous owners have not provided permission for licenced Ontario archaeologists to be on the property for the purpose of undertaking archival or Stage 2 fieldwork study. If study of potential archaeological sites there has been undertaken in the past by an Ontario licenced archaeologist I have not been able to locate the report of that licenced Ontario archaeologist describing the nature of the Stage 2 field investigation. Perhaps no such report exists.
 

I do know that National Capital Commission Report on Project No. ONO 50571 re Victoria Island, at page 6, makes reference to "associated islands" at Chaudière Falls, indicating that "at any location where undisturbed soils existed there was a definite potential for Aboriginal sites" (Jacques Whitford, March 31, 2004). Presumably Chaudière Island is one of the associated islands at Chaudière Falls. Potential, of course, is different than documented confirmation by a licenced archaeologist. Based on extensive off-site research that I have undertaken about Chaudière Island I believe that potential also exists on Chaudière Island for more recent non-Aboriginal archaeological sites of the type registered and documented in disturbed soil conditions at nearby LeBreton Flats. I have a particular interest as a researcher in the evidence of the 19th century Chaudière Island facilities of William Perley and Gordon Pattee since I have undertaken personal field work and research about the associated facilities of these same men in Algonquin Park at a bay with strong associations with nineteenth century Algonquin Chief Peter Sharbot (Chabot, Jobot etc.).
 

I also am aware that pre contact stone pipe bowl VIII-F14882 was located about 90 years ago on property that now is on the grounds of the Supreme Court of Canada overlooking the islands at Chaudière Falls, but since the find was made and turned over to federal museum officials before there was an Ontario Heritage Act and before there was a program of licencing archaeologists, the Ontario Ministry of Culture has not assigned a archaeological site registration number to that location. The stone pipe bowl incident indicates that, if Aboriginal artifacts had been found at Chaudière Island long ago, the site still would not seem to qualify as a registered archaeological site under current Ontario legislation even if the artifact finds were legitimate. The current legislative process, of course, means that locations with Aboriginal values and of Aboriginal interest may exist without the confirmation of a registered Ontario archaeological site. My photo of a replica of pipe bowl VIII-F14882, now at the Canadian Museum of Civilization, is attached. Its existence certainly is an indicator that Aboriginal people have been in the vicinity of Chaudière Falls, its associated islands and shorelines for many centuries and that they had at least one sacred artifact with them.
 

In my own case I have passed the Booth Street public right-of-way across Chaudière Island many times over the years but I was on the Domtar property on Chaudière Island only once. During that visit I got only as far as the visitor reception area of the main office where I identified myself and asked preliminary protocol questions about undertaking research. That visit was was on January 12, 2006 when I took the attached photo of the Domtar visitor welcome sign. I was informed to contact Annie Bissonette, a Domtar Communications officer, and I did that on January 20, 2006. She responded efficiently three days later. I am forwarding you, John Westlake, Ms. Bissonnette, Johanne Fortier, Lori Thornton and Rob von Bitter a copy of that dialogue so everyone can see exactly what was said by both of us. On the same day that I received the communication from Ms. Bissonette I sent her the following message but have not heard from her since about this matter.
 

Ms. Bissonette,
Thank you for informing me about company policy.  If the archives are ever brought into the public domain please let me know. Thanks.
Bill Allen.
 

I hope this information allows everyone involved to understand the extent of my interaction with Ms. Bissonnette.
Bill 

Ontario Archaeology Licence A070
 

----- Original Message -----

From: Bissonnette, Annie
To: 'Bill Allen'
Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 2:21 PM

Subject: RE: Visit to Ile de la Chaudiere (with photos)

 Mr. Allen,
 

Thank you very much for your interest in our Company, but it is with genuine regret that I must inform you that we cannot give you permission to visit our mill or obtain access to our archives.  At this time the archives are private property of Domtar Inc. and therefore are not accessible to the general public.
 
Please accept our apologies and we hope that you can fully understand our position on this subject matter.
 
Best regards,
______________________________________________________________________  Annie Bissonnette  Communications  Sud de l'Ontario / Southern Ontario  Domtar inc.    
annie.bissonnette@domtar.com
Usine d'Ottawa-Hull / Ottawa-Hull mill  Tél.  / Tel. :     (613) 783-1336  Téléc./ Fax :   (613) 782-2591
Usine de Cornwall / Cornwall mill  Tél.  / Tel. :     (613) 938-4518  Téléc./ Fax :   (613) 938-4657
-----Original Message-----

From: Bill Allen [mailto:ballen1@magma.ca]

Sent: 20 janvier 2006 20:11

To: Bissonnette, Annie

Subject: Visit to Ile de la Chaudiere (with photos)

Ms. Bissonnette,

I am a retired school principal who is doing heritage research in the Chaudière Falls and Islands area. I am consulting with the National Capital Commission and Elder Dr. William Commanda as I do this and following the protocols required under the Ontario Ministry of Culture under the avocational archaeology licence which I hold. Last week I travelled from my home in Burk's Falls to Ottawa to attend some meetings, make contacts and search library resources. During the visit I walked across the Booth Street bridges, did some winter photography (samples attached) and followed the "Welcome Visitors" sign into the Domtar reception area on Ile de la Chaudière. I met with Yvon Leguerrier, Head of Security, to whom I directed some questions about protocols and permissions about Domtar facilities and accessing any heritage files that you may have about the way the falls area looked long ago before the current facilities were built. Mr. Leguerrier was very pleasant and helpful. He informed me that I should make contact with you by e-mail and provided me with a copy of your business card so that I could do so. Brent Bolton of the Engineering Department also was very pleasant and engaging with me and gave me a helpful copy of a paper about JR Booth.

 

I will next be in Ottawa around February 22 and wonder if there are any old documents or photos that I could examine from any old records that you have. I am anxious to follow any protocols that you require . I hope to add to my research notes any information about early developments at the falls. I am particularly interested in William G. Perley and his partner Gordon Pattee. Any help that you can offer would be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

 

Bill Allen, 9 First Ave., Box 85, Burk's Falls, Ontario P0A 1C0  (705) 382-3706    heritage1@magma.ca 
