BILL ALLEN’S NOTE ON THE DEVIL’S HOLE”, ONTARIO

Yes, I am pleased to provide you with the references that you request. This is not guesswork. The proof is in both a map by John By in 1829 and a journal by Gabriel Sagard in 1623.

The first source for the Devil's Hole where you, GWC and I were at the west end of Victoria Island and where GWC gave a tobacco offering and prayer, is the label on an engineering drawing by Col. By's 1829 (attached are 5 images from this drawing:)

1. a detail of Devil's Hole at the island later named "Victoria Island" (Victoria was not queen yet in 1829. She came to the throne in 1837)

2. a larger section of the map with the Devil's Hole label. This shows the path of the original road across Victoria Island.

3. a copy of the entire drawing (print too small to read on this copy)

4. the detail with the By signature on the bottom of the drawing

5. the title of the drawing: "Plan of the Proposed Improvements to the Timber Channel at the Chaudiere Falls".

In 1829 there was no Booth Street so the road from the area near the present day war museum crossed from Bytown to the western tip of  Victoria Island, then swung over the Devil's Hole, turned again going through the spot where the brick "Recreation" building is now and crossed to Chaudiere Island from the area that now is the north side of the Rec building. Then the road curved back to the main crossing of the river between Chaudiere Island and the Quebec shore at the same location at the current 1919 steel bridge on the north side of Chaudiere Island.

The second source for the Victoria Island Kettle or Akikpautik (later called Devil's Hole") is from Gabriel Sagard's journey back to Quebec after being in Huronia for the winter in 1623. His book was published in 1632 and was translated into English and published by the Champlain Society in 1939. (Relevant pages attached.) Most people concentrate on the main kettle below the Chaudiere Falls at Akikpautik and Sagard did too. But at the bottom of page 260 Sagard also mentioned "a similar basin or kettle near the other bank of the river". That is the Victoria Island kettle, called "Devil's Hole" on the 1829 plan by Col. By. By 1829 this smaller kettle already had been altered by the construction of the first timber slide so even the 1829 plan does not show the Victoria Island kettle the way Sagard saw and reported it.

There are many people in Ottawa who will argue that the kettle is at the base of the Chaudiere Falls. They obviously do not know that there is more than one kettle and that Sagard reported that almost 400 years ago. Chaidiere falls was considered to be not just where the ring dam now is, but also at the west end of Victoria Island between Victoria island and Chaudiere Island. That's why some early references to the falls pluralize it as "Les Chaudières".

I think the Victoria Island "Akikpautik", although smaller than the main kettle, is important since some people seem to want the Aboriginal developments to be only on the eastern end of Victoria Island from the Portage Bridge downstream past the ruins of the Carbide Mill. On GWC's vision map the yellow label for the "Tipi Village Conference Peace Building Centre" hides the location of the Victoria Island Akikpautik (Devil's Hole) but GWC's vision places the Peace Building Centre, exquisitely, beside the kettle without disturbing the kettle. If Douglas turns his creative genius to incorporating the Victoria Island Akikpautik into detailed architectural plans for the Tipi Village Conference Building Centre we will see how wise GWC has been in positioning the Peace Building Centre where it is beside the "Devi'l Hole" which deserves a much more appropriate name!!!

I have lots of other documentation of the Devil's Hole from the 1830's. 

